
Omri Kochavi 

 

 

livloov | לבלוב 
for SSAATTBB (soli / choir) 

(2023) 
 

  



  



livloov |  לבלוב 
Commissioned by Isobel Cranmer 

 for Damian Cranmer’s 80th Birthday 

Ensemble 

SSAATTBB soli/choir 

 

Texts 

The piece sets Sir Philip Sydney’s “My true love hath my heart” (reprinted below). 

In addition, a single Hebrew word – לִבְלוּב (pronounced LIVLOOV) – is used in various contexts. This 

word translates to “blooming” and carries a sonic connotation to the Hebrew word for heart - לֵב 

(pronounced LEV). 

Please notice that the “i” in LIVLOOV is pronounced as a long vowel, as in green. 

Throughout the piece, Uppercase letters are used for: 

- The Hebrew word LIVLOOV 

- Generic vowel sounds, such as O or I 

Lowercase letters are used for the poem itself, with regular capitalisation rules applied where 

needed.  

 

My true-love hath my heart - Sir Philip Sydney (1580) 

My true-love hath my heart and I have his, 

By just exchange one for the other given: 

I hold his dear, and mine he cannot miss; 

There never was a bargain better driven. 

His heart in me keeps me and him in one; 

My heart in him his thoughts and senses guides: 

He loves my heart, for once it was his own; 

I cherish his because in me it bides. 

His heart his wound received from my sight; 

My heart was wounded with his wounded heart; 

For as from me on him his hurt did light, 

So still, methought, in me his hurt did smart: 

Both equal hurt, in this change sought our bliss, 

My true love hath my heart and I have his. 



 

Performance Notes 

 

Special noteheads 

        speech/prolonged consonant/unvoiced  

 

Special pronunciation instructions 

prolong the consonant sound, rather than the vowel (in case of a long note) 

do not prolong the vowel (no matter the duration) - get to the consonant 

immediately 

   gradual transition from one vowel to another 

repeat the bracketed sound for the indicated duration (tongue tremolo) 

the tremolo should be fast, but alwaysat a comfortable speed  

 

recite the words in free speech (appears with no staff)  

  

Staff types 

The score uses 3 types of staves, as follows: 

- Regular 5-line staff: used for all sung passages 
- 1-line staff: used for rhythmically controlled speech 
- No staff: used for sections involving freely recited speech (see above) 
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